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TOt SECRETARY KISSINGER 

FROMI RICHARD H, SOLOMON 

SUBJECT t A PRESIDENTIAL: GOOD-HEALTH 
MESSAGE FOR CHOiJ EN-sLAI 

I. WE NOW HAVE CONFIRMATION FROM A COMBINATION OF CHINESE 
AND FOREIGN PRESS SOURCES THAT PREMIER CHOU EN-LAI IS IN 
IMPROVED HEALTH AND HAS LEFT" THE HOSPITAL IN PEKING WHERE HE: 
HAS BEFN RECUPERATING DURING THE PAST YEAR, THE QUESTION IS 
HHETHER IN TERMS OF OUR CURRENTLY RATHER INACTIVE RELATIONS 
HITH PEKING, AND IN VIEW OF THE PKESlOENTtS ANTICIPATED TRIP 
LATER THIS YEAR, YHU MIGHT WISH TO MAKE SOME SYMBOLIC GESTURE- 
AS A WAY OF PREPARING THE HOOD 



2*. IN THE ABSENSE OF GUIDANCE ON WHAT YOU AND THE PRESIDENT 
MIGHT WANT TO ACCO>^PLlSH ON THE PEKING TRIP| IT IS DIFFICULT TO 
FINE-TUNE THE KINDS OF SYMBOLIC GESTURES OF WHICH THE CHINESE 
ARE SO FOND, IT IS CLEAR SINCE THE TENG HSIAO-P»ING JUNE 2 
STATEMENT TO THE AMERICAN NEWSPAPER EDITORS THAT'- THE PRESIDENT 
HILL BE WELCOME IN CHINA WHETHER OR NOT ME HAS MAJOR BUSINESS 
TO CONCLUDE THAT PRC LEADERS ARE CONCERNED THAT HE MIGHT POSTPONE 
THE SUMMIT BECAUSE OF A FEELING THAT THERE CAN BE NO SIGNIFICANT 
RESULT FROM A SUMMIT MEETING UNDER PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES,. 
YOU WILL HAVE SEEN, MOREOVERi AMBASSADOR BUSHl's BaCKCHANNEL TODAY 
(PEKING 94) REPORTING CHOU EN-LAltS RECENT CONVERSATION WITH THE 
'CHlNFSE-AfERICAN onCTQR C.P. LI. (LI WAS PERSONALLY RECEIVED BY 
MAO, A SCHOOL-AGE ACQUAINTANCE, IN 1973.5 HE DO NOT KNOW HHETHER 
LI'S MFNTION TO BUSH OF A UNILATERAL PRC STATEMENT OF PEACEFUL: 
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A CHOU SIGNAL OS A LI INITIAVTIVE. IN ANY EVENT, YOU SHOULD DO 
YOUR OVH EXPLOHIMC OF PRC INTENTIONS DIRECTLY. WE DO BELIfSe! 
HOWEVER, THAT THE CHINESE ARE AS INTERESTED aI Ev|r IN VISIBLE 
AjxiETyL'S'^.^?.?'" •"^LATIONSHIP, GIVEN THEIR pSst' NDOCHINA 
ANXIETIES ABOUT SOVIET ACTIVITIES ON THEIR PERIPHERY'. 

3, Jn RELATED REPORTING ON THE CHOU EN-LAI - r p' ' i T HCPTTLir 
BUSH INDICATES THAT HUCH OF THEIR CONVERs"lON JaI tIkEN J^*^!? 
CHOU DISCUSSING KITH LI HIS APPRECIATION OF FRESH FRUIT CHoJ 
GAVE LI SO^E FRESH LYCHEES AT THE END OF THEIR TALK. 

BEriS%Q'^R„?.^n"/2nfc^o„S " ^"^ CHINESE WHICH HoOlO 

TR^r J%UG?F?T . *°^*'^':E OF THE PRESIOENTIS 

TRIP, I SUGGEST A BRIEF LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT- TO THE FREMIFR 
CONVEYING PLEASURE AT THE >:EWS THAT HE IS IN IMPRnVED hLi TH 
EXPRESSING HIS CFORO.S? ANTICIPATION OF HOlSii^G^Jlks Jn ' 
PEKING LATER THIS YEARI IF YOU WISH TO ADO A CHINESE TWIST TO THr 
MESSAGE, ONE HHICH WOULD HAVE POSITIVE SYMBOLIC V^Lul iX ^ 
CHINESE EYES QUITE APART FROM THE CHOU-Ll OISCUSsJon! YOU MIGHT 

PLEaIure"?''hiI II?>1p:"' '""^"^ * OF FRU?"Sl I^eS^ReIsION 

««wC« ^ RETURN TO GOOn HEALTH, SUCH AN ACT WOULD 

Jn^'^S^^tl n^^^^ '^"O^'-^LI CONVeRSATjoNrAND Yo3 MA? NO? WISH 

TO REIWFO.^CE THAT SIGNAUl MOREOVER, YOU SHOULD ANTICIPATE ThI? 

5ShEs??c'pOl?J??L 'I^SlliSJ^'' C^RCUL^JfJlOEu'ir*' 
DOMESTIC POLITICAL CHANNELS, SUCH A PRESIDENTIAL GESTURE; 

5,. THE TEXT OF A SUGGESTED PRESIDENTIAL HFS<;ArF uuTrn uac nn* 
YET BEEN CLEARED KITH PAUL THEIS, cSJCS BE aI FOuSw" 
DEAR MR, PREMIER: 

^ '**^ PLEASED TO RECEIVE NEWS OF YOUR IMPROVED HF4I TH 
AND OF THE FACT THAT YOU HAVE BEEN ABLE TO LEAVE THE HOSPITAL*- 

?n*nr^!:,'ic^'"' " "FETING IN PEKING LATER TSlfmR'' 

TO DISCUSS A RANGE OF ISSUES OF COMMON CONCERN^ 

GIFT DpIpEAKp^^Rr/FRS??)!"""' ' * 



SINCERELY 
GRF 



6, PLFASE INSTRUCT WHETHER YOU WISH SUCH A PRPSTnPWTTAr 
MESSAGE TO BE SE«T, AND WHETHER y5u WAN?"tSe Pr5i?™uDED. 
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